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Muhammad, on his death in June, A.D. 632, left the entire Arab peninsula, with two or three exceptions,
under one sceptre, and one creed. He was succeeded by Abu Bakr, known as the Companion of the Caves
with the title of Khalifah, or successor. His reign sSsonly lasted two years, but during that period the various
insurrections that broke out in Arabia in consequence of the death of the Prophet were promptly put down,

after severe fighting, in various parts of the peninsula, and the whole éountry was subjugated. Foreign

expeditions beyond the borders were also planned and started.

Abu Bakr, dying in August, A.D. 634, was succeeded by Umar, or Omar: the conqueror of Syria, Persia, and

Egypt by means of his generals Khalid bin Walid (the best, perhaps, that Islam produced), Abu Obaidas
Mothanna, Sad bin Malik, Amr bin al-Aasi, and others.

After a glorious and victorious reign of ten years Omar was assassinated by a Persian slave in November,
A.D. 644« and was followed as Khalif by Othman, son of Affan, of the noble family of Abd-esh-Shems, who
also assumed the title 'Amir al-Momenin« or Commander of the Faithful, which had been first adopted by his
predecessor Omar. Othman ruled for twelve years, when he was murdered in A.D. 656, Ali, nephew of

Muhammad:¢ and husband of his only daughter Fatima. succeeded Othman as Khalif, but was defeated by

" Moawia, Governor of Syria, and assassinated in A.D. 660. Lja(ve)
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